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Marian	Movement	of	Priests	OCEANIA	
PO	Box	636	

Castle	Hill	NSW	1765	
AUSTRALIA	

	
AMDG	

February	2,	2019	
Feast	of	the	Presentation	of	the	Child	Jesus	in	the	Temple	

	
Dear	Members	of	the	Marian	Movement	of	Priests,	
	

We	thank	the	Most	Blessed	Trinity	for	this	new	year	and	the	tremendous	opportunities	that	lay	ahead,	
we	are	especially	grateful	for	Their	gift	of	the	Immaculate	Heart	of	Mary	for	“The	End	of	the	Times”	
(485).	On	the	brink	of	a	new	decade,	may	we	welcome	the	Holy	Spirit	 through	Our	Lady,	 to	 live	the	
present	moment	(81p)	without	preoccupation	with	future	events	but	rather	in	a	spirit	of	trust.	
		
In	the	Blue	Book,	Our	Lady	speaks	of	“the	stupendous	book	of	(your)	existence”	(29i)	and	her	“ordering	
of	 all	 things,	 the	 arranging	 of	 every	 circumstance	 of	 your	 day	 like	 an	 embroidery	 of	 perfect	 beauty	
woven	by	the	fingers	of	your	heavenly	Mother.”	(284e)	
		
My	 brother	 recently	 challenged	 me,	 after	 a	 Cenacle,	 to	 read	 locution	 number	 278	 entitled	 “The	
Medicine	You	Need”.	I	was	so	struck	by	this	locution	that	I	decided	to	use	it	for	a	series	of	Cenacles	I	
led	 in	 South-Eastern	 Queensland	 in	 January.	 In	 this	 locution	 Our	 Lady	 is	 exposing	 the	 heresy	 of	
presumption	that	has	crept	into	the	Church.	It	is	the	misconception	that	just	because	you’re	baptized,	
you’ll	be	saved.	
	
Our	Lady	reminds	us,	“it	is	sin	alone	that	offends	your	interior	beauty.	For	this	reason,	I	invite	all	of	you	
to	fight	every	day	against	so	great	an	evil.”	Even	though	we	were	released	from	the	“evil	inheritance”	
of	original	sin	at	baptism,	“its	consequences	have	remained	with	you	(concupiscence),	leaving	you	so	
very	fragile	and	still	so	easily	attracted	by	sin”.	It’s	a	daily	fight	against	concupiscence!		
	
“How	 many	 of	 my	 children	 today	 no	 longer	 recognize	 (sin)	 as	 an	 evil.	 Often,	 they	 welcome	 it	 as	
something	good,	and	as	such	they	let	it	penetrate	into	their	souls,	into	their	hearts	and	into	their	lives.	
They	are	then	no	longer	capable	of	repentance	and	live	habitually	infected	by	this	grave	disease.”	
	
This	 is	 where	 I	 was	 27	 years	 ago,	 deeply	 rooted	 in	 “the	 culture	 of	 death”.	 Through	 Our	 Lady’s	
messages,	my	father	was	able	to	prescribe	“the	medicine	which	the	mercy	of	Jesus	has	prepared	…	the	
sacrament	of	Reconciliation.”	“Never	as	in	these	times	has	the	practice	of	frequent	confession	been	so	
necessary.	Today	confession	 is	disappearing	 from	the	 lives	and	practices	of	 so	many	of	my	children,	
and	this	is	a	sign	of	the	crisis	the	Church	is	undergoing.”	She	invites	us,	“to	confess	frequently,	and,	if	
possible,	every	week.”	Priests,	“be	at	the	disposal	of	all	those	who	need	this	sacrament.”	Confession	
“is	the	medicine	(we)	need	if	you	wish	to	walk	along	the	road	of	divine	grace	and	of	holiness.”	
	
Frequent	confession	rescued	me	from	a	 life	of	sacrilegious	communions	and	enabled	me	to	discover	
my	true	vocation.	Frequent	confession	awakens	us	to	the	realization	we,	“are	 living	the	moments	of	
the	 great	 perversion,	 during	which	 humanity	 has	 become	pagan	 and	worse	 than	 in	 the	 time	of	 the	
flood,	 and	 (we)	 are	 being	 called	 to	 spread	 the	 light	 of	 holiness.”	 (537m).	 How	 many	 family	
breakdowns	could	be	spared	through	the	sanctifying	grace	of	frequent	confession?	(358)	
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As	 a	 caring	Mother,	 Our	 Lady	 implores	 us,	 “Tell	 everyone	 to	 enter	 into	 the	 ark	 of	my	 Immaculate	
Heart,	 in	 order	 to	 be	 protected	 and	 saved	 by	 me.”	 (529p)	 We	 do	 this	 especially	 by	 Consecrating	
ourselves	to	Her	 Immaculate	Heart,	using	the	very	words	She	gave	to	Fr	Gobbi.	 In	this	Consecration,	
we	 are	 formed	 by	 Her,	 “in	 this	 hour	 of	 decision	 that	 weighs	 upon	 the	 world”.	 Moreover,	 this	 is	
Heaven’s	design,	by	which	we	can	live	in	the	new	era	of	the	divine	Will	of	the	Most	Holy	Trinity.	(453d)			
	
So,	 in	 humble	obedience	 and	anticipation,	 let	 us	 renew	with	 fervour	our	Consecration	 to	Our	 Lady,	
who	always	lived	in	the	divine	Will,	by:	
• “a	renewed	spirit	of	prayer	and	penance.”	(Jesus	said	by	prayer	and	fasting	demons	are	cast	out.)			
• “the	 fervent	participation	 in	 the	celebration	of	 the	Eucharist.”	 (Vatican	 II	 said	 this	 is	 “the	 source	

and	summit	of	the	Christian	life.”)	
• “the	daily	recitation	of	the	holy	rosary.”	(This	is	a	vital	part	of	the	MMP.)	
• “an	austere	manner	of	life	in	keeping	with	the	Gospel”:	(Read	the	Word	daily.)	
• “to	be	apostles	of	this	sorely	needed	unity	of	prayer	and	love	for	the	Pope.”		
	
Are	we	 those	 apostles,	 of	Our	 Lady,	 building	 this	 love	 and	unity,	 thus	maintaining	 “a	 barrier	 to	 the	
growing	 confrontation	 directed	 against	 the	Magisterium,	 that	 threatens	 the	 very	 foundation	 of	 the	
Church?	Or	have	we	been	seduced	(398	mn)	by	the	subtle	snares	of	the	Evil	One	in	this	area	(e.g.	“anti-
Francis	movement”)?	If	so,	the	good	medicine	of	Confession	will	absolve	you	from	the	sin	of	detraction	
and	calumny,	restoring	you	to	full	unity	and	peace	in	the	Church.	(263)		
	
In	this	way	we	are	fulfilling	Her	request	to	“Rely	on	Me	Alone”.	(37)	Consecration	to	Her	Immaculate	
Heart	is	the	second	secret	of	Fatima	and	it	has	again	been	specifically	requested	by	Our	Lady,	in	Her	
Cenacles	and	within	Her	Movement.	Our	Lady	says,	“This	is	not	one	of	many	movements,	but	it	is	my	
Movement.”	(37e)		
	
My	friends,	be	aware	of	fake	Cenacles	that	distract	us	from	Our	Lady’s	Cenacle.	One	day	the	sun	will	
set	 on	 the	 great	 apostasy,	 the	 prophecy	 of	 the	 “Mini-judgement”	will	 come	 (383,478,521,546),	Our	
Lady	 will	 defeat	 Satan	 and	 many	 souls	 will	 come	 to	 Her	 Son,	 Our	 Lord	 and	 Saviour	 Jesus	 Christ.	
Therefore,	let	us	renew	our	commitment	to	live	out	our	Act	of	Consecration	and	thereby	become	more	
fruitful,	 “insofar	 as	 is	 possible,	…	 to	 lead	 those	 souls	with	whom	we	 come	 in	 contact	 to	 a	 renewed	
devotion	to	…	(Her).”	
	
Last	year,	I	had	the	privilege	of	attending	many	Cenacles	in	Australia.	It’s	always	a	joy	to	introduce	and	
pray	the	Cenacle	with	new	people.	One	Parish	Priest	was	so	touched	by	the	Cenacle	that	he	wrote	to	
me	 describing	 it	 as,	 “transformative”.	 Other	 highlights	were	 the	 joy	 of	 leading	 Cenacles	while	 on	 a	
pilgrimage	to	Rome	and	Medjugorje	and	the	wonderful	Oceania	Retreat	 in	the	form	of	a	continuous	
Cenacle,	given	by	Fr	Hugh	Thomas	CssR	(Responsible	for	NSW).		
	
May	I	sincerely	thank	everyone’s	response	to	“multiply	the	Cenacles”	(427);	especially	to	my	brother	
Priests.	 I	am	looking	forward	to	our	Annual	Oceania	Retreat,	at	Galong,	NSW	with	Fr	Donal	McIlraith	
SSC	(Responsible	for	Oceania).	Please	see	the	enclosed	application	form.	I	hope	to	see	and	pray	with	
you	at	this	special	retreat	with	our	Blessed	Mother.		
	

Yours	in	Jesus	through	His	Holy	Mother,	
	
	

Fr	Andrew	Grace		
Responsible	for	Australia	
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2019	ANNUAL	MMP	RETREAT	
	
The	next	Annual	Retreat	for	the	MMP	in	OCEANIA	is	to	be	held	from	the	19th	to	the	23rd	
August	2019.	
	
The	 retreat	 this	 year	 will	 be	 at	 a	 new	 venue.	 It	 will	 not	 be	 at	 the	 MSC	 Monastery	 at	
Kensington,	 where	 it	 has	 been	 held	 for	 the	 past	 decade	 or	 more,	 but	 at	St	 Clement’s	
(Redemptorist)	Retreat	Centre	at	GALONG	(near	Yass)	in	NSW.	
		
The	Retreat	will	be	led	by	Father	Donal	McIraith	(the	MMP	Priest	Responsible	for	Oceania),	
and	is	open	to	all	Priests,	Religious,	Lay	Associates	and	friends.		
		
The	retreat	begins	with	lunch	at	1.30pm	(not	12.30pm	–	to	allow	time	for	trains	and	buses	
to	arrive)	on	Monday	19	August,	and	concludes	after	lunch	on	Friday	23	August	2019.	 	All	
necessary	information	will	be	provided	to	participants	prior	to	the	Retreat;	a	detailed	daily	
program	will	be	provided	to	participants	on	arrival.	
		
A	 range	of	 room-types	will	 be	 available.	 Some	 rooms	have	 single	beds;	 others	 have	 twin	
singles,	 or	double	or	queen	 sized	beds.	Most	 rooms	are	 air-conditioned,	 and	have	desks.	
Some	rooms	have	shared	bathroom	facilities,	while	others	have	their	own	ensuites.	There	
are	also	a	small	number	of	flats	available	(flats	 include	double	beds,	a	desk	and	a	sofa	for	
relaxation).	 The	 cost	of	 the	 retreat	 (including	accommodation,	 all	meals	 and	 linen)	 varies	
with	room-type.	
		
As	 the	 number	 of	 rooms	 that	 have	 ensuites	 is	 strictly	 limited,	 you	 are	 encouraged	 to	
register	as	soon	as	possible.	
		
Detailed	information	about	the	types	of	rooms	available,	costs,	a	contact	point	for	inquiries,	
and	a	registration	form	are	attached	at	the	end	of	this	newsletter.	
		
If	you	would	like	to	attend,	follow	each	of	these	steps:	
1. complete	 the	 registration	 form	 attached	 to	 this	 newsletter,	 or	 download	 it	 from	 the	

website	and	complete	it;	and	
2. either	post	 the	completed	 form	to	 the	postal	address	provided,	or	scan	 the	completed	

form	and	email	it	to	the	email	address	provided;	and		
3. pay	the	required	deposit	 (by	cheque	or	bank	transfer,	as	explained	on	the	registration	

form).	
		
Any	inquiries	can	be	made	to	info@mmp-oceania.net	or	PO	Box	636	Castle	Hill	NSW	1765.	
		
	
	
	
	



4	
	

FROM	THE	INTERNATIONAL	DIRECTOR	OF	THE	MMP	
	
Ave	Maria!	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Genoa,	January	1,	2019	
Solemnity	of	Mary,	Mother	of	God		
	
Dear	brothers	and	sisters	of	the	Marian	Movement	of	Priests,	
•	This	past	year,	with	43	flights,	I	visited	122	cities	in	12	countries,	presiding	over	182	cenacles	which	were	
attended	by	30	bishops,	about	700	priests,	a	few	deacons	and	70,000	faithful.	I	also	met	with	nine	bishops	
and	a	few	groups	of	priests,	seminarians,	religious	and	faithful	to	speak	to	them	about	the	Movement.	 	 I	
was	able	to	introduce	the	MMP	on	the	radio	about	ten	times,	and	also	for	a	second	time	on	EWTN,	as	Fr.	
Gobbi	had	done.		
•	 In	Collevalenza,	 six	bishops,	150	priests	and	 several	 regional	MMP	 lay	 responsibles	participated	 in	 the	
International	Spiritual	Exercises	conducted	in	the	form	of	a	continuous	Cenacle.		Thirty-four	countries	were	
represented.		
•	On	May	8,	2022,	the	Movement	will	celebrate	its	fiftieth	anniversary.		Around	that	time,	we	are	planning	
to	renew	the	experience	of	an	international	gathering	of	the	MMP’s	priests	and	faithful	in	Fatima.	
•	In	Our	Lady’s	name,	I	thank	the	many	responsibles	and	zealous	apostles	who	work	for	Her	Movement	
and	for	the	diffusion	and	fidelity	of	the	Cenacles,	many	times	at	the	cost	of	great	sacrifices.	I	remind	you	
that	this	fidelity	means	assuring	that	other	messages	are	not	introduced	into	the	cenacles.		In	particular,	I	
thank	the	Most	Reverend	Giovanni	d'Ercole,	Bishop	of	Ascoli	Piceno,	(which	is	near	Loreto,	Italy)	for	having	
visited	the	Cenacles	in	South	Korea.	I	also	thank	those	priests	who	made	themselves	available	to	conduct	
priests	retreats	in	various	places,	such	as	in	the	Dominican	Republic,	the	Philippines,	etc.	
•	The	process	of	beatification	of	Fr.	Stefano	Gobbi	has	not	yet	begun,	but	many	bishops	have	supported,	
also	 in	writing,	 the	 initiation	of	 postulation;	 therefore,	 there	 is	 good	hope.	 I	 repeat:	 if	 you	ever	met	 Fr.	
Gobbi,	please	write	your	testimony	about	him	and	send	it	to	a	responsible,	even	if	it	is	only	a	page.	Its	very	
important!	
	
International	Spiritual	Exercises	-	2019	
As	usual,	these	will	be	held	in	Collevalenza	at	the	Shrine	of	Merciful	Love,	from	Sunday	evening	June	23	to	
Saturday	morning	June	29,	for	bishops,	priests	and	those	laypersons	who	have	a	position	of	responsibility	
in	the	MMP.		Please	address	all	inquiries	and	reservation	requests	to:	P.	Florio	Quercia	S.J.	-	Via	del	Ronco	
12	-	Jesuit	Fathers	-	34133	Trieste,	Italy.	Cell:	+39	33	36322248		/			Email:	querciaflorio@tiscali.it.	
	
MEDITATION	
“You	are	journeying	today	along	the	difficult	path	of	purification.	Is	there	still	a	long	way	to	go?		When	will	
it	end?		Must	we	suffer	much?		What	will	happen	to	each	of	us,	and	who	will	reach	the	finish-line?		These	
are	the	questions	you	often	ponder.”				(149	d-f,	March	3,	1978)	
	
But	Our	Lady	asks	us	only	to	trust.	“All	the	saints	and	the	friends	of	God	lived	in	this	trust.	The	Almighty,	in	
carrying	out	his	plan	 in	every	age,	always	made	use	of	this	trust	alone.	Often	He	realized	 it	even	against	
everyone’s	expectation,	at	a	moment	when	no	one	thought	it	possible.”			(104	e-g,	July	26,	1976)	
	
I	again	make	reference	to	the	Catechism	of	the	Catholic	Church	(CCC)	§§	675	-	677,	concerning	“the	final	
trial	 of	 the	 Church”	 at	 the	 end	 of	 time	 when	 “the	 Church	 (…)	will	 follow	 her	 Lord	 in	 his	 death	 and	
Resurrection.”	(677)	
	
But	 what	 does	 it	 mean	 for	 the	 Church	 to	 “follow	 her	 Lord	 in	 his	 death	 and	 resurrection”?	 Jesus	 had	
prophesied	his	death	and	Resurrection:	“Just	as	Jonah	was	in	the	belly	of	the	whale	three	days	and	three	
nights,	so	will	the	Son	of	Man	be	in	the	heart	of	the	earth	three	days	and	three	nights.”	(Mt	12:40).	And	
again:	“No	other	sign	will	be	given	to	this	perverse	generation.”		(cf.	Lk	11:29)			
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Perhaps	 it	 will	 be	 the	 same	 for	 our	 perverse	 generation:	 a	 Church	 that	 will	 almost	 “disappear	
underground”	because	it	is	reduced	to	a	small	faithful	remnant,	before	becoming	“a	light	to	the	nations”:	
“(O	Holy	Spirit),	by	your	divine	 fire,	burn	away	whatever	 in	 it	 is	 imperfect;	despoil	 it	of	 so	many	human	
means	of	power;	free	it	from	compromise	with	the	world	in	which	it	lives	and	which	it	should	save;	cause	it	
to	come	forth	from	its	purification	completely	renewed,	ever	more	beautiful,	without	stain	or	wrinkle,	 in	
imitation	of	Mary,	its	immaculate	Mother	and	your	most	loving	Spouse.”		(265i,	May	22,	1983)	
	
1-	Apostasy	(loss	of	the	true	faith)	
In	 a	 first	 sense,	 one	 can	 speak	 about	 the	 “death”	 of	 the	 Church	 in	 the	 loss	 of	 the	 true	 faith.	 Our	 Lady	
prophesied	 it	 at	 Fatima:	 “many	 nations	 will	 lose	 the	 true	 faith”,	 which	 is	 faith	 in	 the	 mystery	 of	 the	
Incarnation,	as	is	said	in	the	collect	(opening	prayer)	on	the	Solemnity	of	the	Annunciation.		The	CCC	§	675	
speaks	of	“a	final	trial	that	will	shake	the	faith	of	many	believers.”		“That	which	is	in	question	is	the	faith,”	
says	St.	Paul	VI,	as	quoted	in	the	Introduction	to	the	Blue	Book.	
	
“Let	faith	be	the	light	which	illumines	you	in	these	days	of	darkness,	and	let	it	be	zeal	alone	for	the	honour	
and	glory	of	my	Son	Jesus	which	consumes	you…Fight,	sons	of	light…Persevere	in	prayer,	in	suffering	and	in	
hope	because	the	hour	of	your	liberation	is	near.”		(172	k-l,p,	March	9,	1979;	cf.	also	Dec.	31,	1997)	
	
In	 the	 temptation	 to	 discouragement,	 of	 no	 longer	 believing	 in	 a	 confused,	 undisciplined,	 divided	 and	
persecuted	Church,	as	described	by	Our	Lady	in	the	first	messages	of	1979,	in	these	moments	–	in	fact,	not	
of	death,	but	of	great	purification	–	the	“apostles	of	the	last	times”	are	not	frightened,	because	it	means	
that	“their	liberation	is	near	at	hand”	(Lk	21:28),	and	that	“the	Devil	knows	he	has	but	a	short	time”	(Rev	
12:12)	before	his	final	defeat.	It	is	Satan	who	is	desperate;	not	us.	
	
“Even	in	my	Church,	Satan	seems	to	have	now	succeeded	in	winning	everything	over.	(…)	I	shall	strike	him	
to	the	heart	by	turning	his	own	victory	to	the	cause	of	the	triumph	of	my	Immaculate	Heart.”		(127	i,n		May	
18,	1977)	
	
2-	Vision	of	the	Martyrdom	of	the	Church	(3rd	Secret	of	Fatima)	
We	recall	Pope	Benedict	XVI’s	statement	at	Fatima	on	May	13,	2010:	“We	would	be	mistaken	to	think	that	
Fatima’s	prophetic	mission	is	complete.”		
	
The	“3rd	Secret	of	Fatima”,	published	in	2000,	describes	a	great	"Cross"	for	the	Church	–	here,	we	see	the	
Pope,	cardinals,	bishops,	priests	and	many	faithful	dying	as	martyrs;	it	is	like	a	"death"	of	the	Church.		
We	 read	 in	our	book:	 “Sufferings	never	before	experienced	are	awaiting	you,	because	 the	moment	of	a	
universal	renewal	is	drawing	close.		Satan	will	be	defeated;	the	power	of	evil	will	be	destroyed;	Jesus	will	
restore	his	glorious	reign	among	you,	and	in	this	way	the	new	heavens	and	the	new	earth	will	be	formed.		
Without	an	extraordinary	intervention	of	my	motherly	love,	you	would	not	be	able	to	support	the	pain	of	
the	great	trial	which	has	now	come	for	all.				
	
“I	am	Mother	of	Mercy.		The	motherly	task	of	assisting	the	Church	in	the	hour	of	her	greatest	suffering	has	
been	entrusted	to	me,	because	she	must	climb	the	Calvary	of	her	 immolation	and	her	martyrdom.	 	This	
merciful	action	of	mine	will	be	exercised	 in	helping	her	to	carry	the	cross	of	betrayal	and	abandonment,	
when	the	apostasy	becomes	general	and	the	man	of	 iniquity	 foretold	by	Sacred	Scripture	enters	her,	he	
who	 will	 bring	 the	 abomination	 of	 desolation	 into	 her	 interior	 [which	 will	 culminate	 in	 abolishing	 the	
sacrificial	nature	of	the	Mass”.	[cf.	485,	Dec.	31,	1992]	
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“My	 merciful	 action	 will	 become	 still	 stronger	 when	 my	 children	 will	 be	 persecuted	 and	 imprisoned,	
tormented	and	led	to	martyrdom.		 It	 is	then	that	I	will	manifest	myself	to	them	in	an	extraordinary	way,	
according	to	a	mysterious	design…”			(536	k-n,	January	1,	1995)	
	
We	recall	that	the	Pope	emeritus	consecrated	all	the	priests	to	the	Immaculate	Heart	of	Mary	on	this	same	
trip	to	Fatima,	and	again	in	St.	Peter's	Square	at	the	conclusion	of	the	Year	for	Priests	(June	11,	2010).	Of	
this	 event,	 Fr.	 Gobbi	 said:	 “It	 is	 the	 fulfilment	 of	 my	 mission.”	 Let	 us	 make	 known	 to	 priests	 this	
consecration.		
	
3-	Co-Redemption	
Above	all,	let	us	recall	that	the	vision	of	the	“3rd	Secret	of	Fatima”	ends	like	this:	“Beneath	the	two	arms	of	
the	Cross	there	were	two	Angels	each	with	a	crystal	aspersorium	in	his	hand,	in	which	they	gathered	up	the	
blood	of	the	Martyrs	and	with	it	sprinkled	the	souls	that	were	making	their	way	to	God.”		
	
The	blood	of	the	martyrs	is	the	salvation	of	souls,	allowing	them	to	meet	God.	This	is	one	of	the	meanings	
of	Mary’s	triumph:	the	salvation	of	many	souls	–	who	would	otherwise	be	lost	–	through	the	blood	of	the	
martyrs,	by	means	of	the	sacrifice	of	the	servants	of	the	Lord,	with	and	 like	the	Suffering	Servant:	“if	he	
offers	 his	 soul	 in	 expiation,	 he	 will	 have	 a	 descendancy.”	 (Is	 53:10)	 	 	 And	 so,	we	 are	 called	 to	 live	 the	
mystery	of	the	Cross,	in	co-redemption,	on	the	Altar	of	the	Immaculate	Heart	of	Mary,	Co-redemprix,	as		
She	has	many	 times	 explained:	 “And	 so	 I	 am	asking	 you	 today,	 children	 consecrated	 to	my	 Immaculate	
Heart,	 that	which,	 in	 this	 very	 place	 in	May	 1917,	 I	 asked	 of	my	 three	 little	 children,	 Lucia,	 Jacinta	 and	
Francisco,	to	whom	I	appeared.		‘Do	you	also	want	to	offer	yourselves	as	victims	to	the	Lord,	on	the	altar	
of	my	Immaculate	Heart,	for	the	salvation	of	all	my	poor	sinful	children?’	”	(411	j-k,	Sept.	15,	1989).	The	
Heart	of	their	Mother	will	be	the	altar	on	which	they	will	be	immolated,	victims	acceptable	to	God	for	
his	triumph.”		(61f,	Nov.	19,	1974;	cf.	Rm	12:1)	
	
This	 participation	 in	 the	 Passion	 of	 Christ,	 on	 the	 Altar	 of	 the	 Immaculate	 Heart	 of	 Mary,	 fulfills	 “her	
maternal	function	as	Co-redemptrix”	(171,	March	3,	1979)	and	is	the	triumph	of	the	Father's	Mercy	over	
the	world,	just	like	Jesus	on	the	Cross.		There	are	countless	references	on	this	theme	in	our	book:	Dec.	26,	
1974;	May	3	and	28,	1976;	Dec.	4,	1976;	Feb.	2	and	11,	1978;	March	19,	1978,	etc.		
	
“Do	not	be	afraid	if	today	I	want	you	all	with	me	on	Calvary:	you	are	in	my	motherly	Heart,	and	here	you	
too	must	learn	to	pray,	to	suffer,	to	be	silent,	to	offer	yourselves	up.”		(151m,	March	24,	1978)	
	
Up	till	now,	this	martyrdom	has	been	lived	to	the	letter	by	a	few,	and	we	think	especially	of	Fr.	Nazareno.		
And	this	is	because	the	sacrifice	of	a	few	is	enough	for	Our	Lady	to	obtain	rivers	of	graces	for	all:	“It	is	a	sign	
which	I	am	giving	you.	 	From	it	you	will	be	able	to	understand	how,	through	the	death	and	sacrifice	of	a	
few,	your	Mother	is	preparing	a	new	life	for	all.”		(154t,	June	3,	1978)	
	
As	the	end	of	the	3rd	secret	of	Fatima	makes	clear,	the	sacrifice	of	a	few	victims,	beginning	with	the	small	
little	things	of	everyday	life,	done	in	the	spirit	of	immolation	on	the	altar	of	the	Immaculate	Heart	of	Mary,	
becomes	an	offering	pleasing	to	God	for	the	salvation	of	the	world.	 It	 is	the	great	work	of	God,	which	 is	
always	 that	 of	 the	 Cross,	 so	 that	 soon	 Justice	 may	 espouse	Mercy,	 and	 the	 time	 of	 Salvation	 for	 the	
multitudes	may	at	last	come	in	our	time.	So	then,	“Do	you	also	want	to	offer	yourselves	as	victims	on	the	
altar	of	my	Immaculate	Heart	...?”	
	
4-	“Hope	against	all	hope”	
“Over	this	Church,	which	seems	about	to	sink,	Satan	desires	 to	dominate	as	 the	decisive	victor.”	 	 (127n,	
May	18,	1977)	
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“For	a	short	while,	the	Lord	will	permit	that	the	Church	will	be	as	though	abandoned	by	Him.”		
147g,	Feb.	10,	1978)	
	
This	 is	 part	 of	 dying	 on	 the	 cross:	 As	 Jesus	 cried	 out	 on	 the	 Cross:	 "My	 God,	 my	 God,	why	 have	 you	
abandoned	me?"	 	We	may	perhaps	all	 say	 this	 too	as	a	church	someday…	“How	many	will	have	doubts	
about	my	Son	and	about	me	and	will	believe	that	this	is	the	end	of	my	Church!	(…)	This	is	not	the	end	of	
my	Church;	what	is	in	preparation	is	the	beginning	of	its	total	and	marvellous	renewal”(83	l,p	;	Oct.	18,	
1975)	
	
“God	alone	ever	has	been,	and	still	is,	in	every	circumstance,	the	victor.		God	conquers	especially	when	He	
appears	defeated.”			(186s,	Nov.	28,	1979)	
	
Since	Jesus’	dying	on	the	Cross	was	not	the	defeat	of	God,	but	rather	His	plan	of	Salvation,	so	also,	in	such	
moments	for	the	Church,	we	must	continue	to	hope	with	an	unshakeable	faith	and	hope,	not	based	on	the	
evidence	of	the	facts,	but	on	Jesus’	Word	(Mt	16:18)	and	on	the	promise	of	Mary	at	Fatima:	“in	the	end,	
My	Immaculate	Heart	will	triumph.”	
	
This	is	why	Our	Lady	tells	us	in	one	of	her	Holy	Saturday	messages:	“The	body	of	Jesus	lies	dead…	Today	I	
want	 all	 of	 you	 near	me,	 the	 sorrowful	Mother,	 to	 be	 consoled	 by	 you	 and	 to	 teach	 you	 to	 pray	with	
confidence,	to	suffer	with	docility,	to	love	with	purity	of	heart,	to	believe	with	unshakeable	certitude,	to	
hope	with	heroism,	even	against	the	evidence	of	things.”(379	c-d,	April	2,	1988)	
	
Thus	did	Our	Lady	do	the	same	at	the	foot	of	the	Cross,	"stabat	Mater",	without	losing	either	faith	or	hope	
(cf.	Redemptoris	Mater,	§	18).	If	we	are	the	little	ones	of	Mary	and	take	refuge	in	her	Immaculate	Heart,	
we	will	pass	with	Her	this	great	test	of	purification,	without	losing	either	faith	or	hope,	“even	against	the	
evidence	of	things”,	“hoping	against	all	hope”	(Rom	4:18)	–	against	a	hope	that	is	still	too	human	–	to	have	
a	hope	that	 is	 totally	supernatural,	based	not	on	the	evidence	of	 facts,	but	on	the	promises	of	God.	The	
certainty	 of	 the	 resurrection	 is	 already	 contained	 in	 the	 phrase:	 “in	 the	 end	my	 Immaculate	 Heart	 will	
triumph”...	
	
5-	“This	illness	is	not	to	end	in	death”			
In	order	to	tell	us	that	it	will	be	the	same	for	the	Church	of	our	times,	Our	Lady	quotes	a	mysterious	phrase	
of	 Jesus	about	 the	death	and	 resurrection	of	 Lazarus:	 	 “This	 illness	 is	not	 to	end	 in	death,	but	 is	 for	 the	
glory	of	God.”		(Jn	11:4)	“My	Church,	beloved	son	of	mine,	has	become	now	more	than	ever	the	target	at	
which	my	Adversary	directs	his	rage	 in	an	 increasingly	violent	manner.(…)	This	poor	Church	of	mine!	 	As	
Mother	I	draw	near,	my	Daughter,	and	I	find	you	so	sick!		It	would	seem	as	though	you	are	close	to	death	
(…)	 	This	grave	malady	of	yours,	this	apparent	victory	of	my	Adversary	over	you	 is	not,	however,	unto	
your	death!		It	is	for	the	greater	glorification	of	God.	I	myself,	as	Mother,	am	helping	you	in	this	agony	of	
your	most	painful	purification.	(…)	I	myself	–	when	the	time	comes	–	will	heal	you.”		(118	a,	p-t,	January	15,	
1977)	
	
In	the	meantime,	“in	this	final	trial,	the	faith	of	many	will	be	shaken.”	(cf.	CCC	§	675)		Many	will	say,	like	the	
disciples	of	Emmaüs:	“We	were	hoping	 ...	but	now	no	 longer,	 for	our	hope	 is	dead.”	 (cf	Lk	24:21	and	Ez	
37:11)	 	But	we,	however,	are	not	disciples	of	 Emmaus,	but	disciples	and	 children	 consecrated	 to	Mary	 –	
disciples	of	Her	who	at	the	foot	of	the	Cross,	and	in	front	of	the	sealed	tomb,	did	not	lose	faith	or	hope,	
because	She	did	not	rely	on	human	ways	of	thinking,	but	on	trust	in	God.	
	
6-	“When	the	Son	of	Man	returns,	will	he	still	find	faith	on	earth?”		
This	question	has	remained	unanswered	for	2000	years.			
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“The	 apostasy	 will	 now	 be	 generalized	 because	 almost	 all	 will	 follow	 the	 false	 Christ	 and	 the	 false	
church.”	 (cf.	407p,	June	17,	1989)	–		“almost	all”	says	Our	Lady,	but	not	the	“little	remnant”	who	will	be	
fully	guarded	in	her	Immaculate	Heart.	Our	Lady	responds	on	behalf	of	her	little	ones:	“Yes,	Jesus!	You	will	
still	 find	 faith	on	earth!	 	My	 little	 children,	 in	 adoration	before	 your	Real	Presence	 in	 the	Eucharist,	will	
continue	to	wait	until	Your	return.”	(cf.	176,	June	14,	1979)		“We	proclaim	your	death,	O	Lord,	and	profess	
your	resurrection,	until	you	come	again	in	Glory.”	
	
“Take	courage!		Be	strong,	my	little	children.		To	you	befalls	the	duty,	in	these	difficult	years,	of	remaining	
faithful	 to	 Christ	 and	 to	 his	 Church,	 putting	 up	with	 hostility,	 struggle	 and	 persecution.	 	 But	 you	 are	 a	
precious	part	of	the	 little	 flock,	which	has	the	task	of	 fighting	against,	and	 in	the	end	of	conquering,	 the	
powerful	force	of	the	Antichrist.”		(407r,	June	17,	1989)	
	
“These	 are	 the	 times	 when	 the	 faithful	 followers	 of	 the	 Lamb	 will	 be	 subjected	 to	 marginalization,	 to	
persecutions,	to	prison	and	to	death.	These	are	therefore	the	times	of	your	constancy.”		(409	g-h,	August	
15,	1989)	
	
7-	What	must	we	do?		
Nothing	special.	It	is	the	times	that	are	special.		We	must	only	continue	to	be	Catholic	Christians,	with	“a	
clear	 faith	 according	 to	 the	 Creed	 of	 the	 Church”	 (Cardinal	 Ratzinger),	 even	 though	we	 are	 accused	 of	
“fundamentalism”	and	are	treated	as	fanatics.		For	this	reason,	twice	Our	Lady	asks	us	to	refer	to	the	well	
articulated	Creed	of	Saint	Pope	Paul	VI:	 For	 this	 reason	 I	 invite	you	 (…)	 to	meditate	upon	 the	complete	
profession	of	 faith	 composed	by	my	beloved	 son,	 Pope	Paul	 VI,	who	 is	 already	up	here.	 	 You	will	 then	
remain	in	the	true	faith…”		(292d,	August	15,	1984;	also	340h,	Dec.	3,	1986)	
	
And	when	Saint	John	Paul	II	published	the	Catechism	of	the	Catholic	Church,	Our	Lady	said:	“A	special	gift	
of	my	Immaculate	Heart	for	these	times	of	yours	is	the	Catechism	of	the	Catholic	Church,	which	my	Pope	
has	wished	to	promulgate,	to	be	as	it	were	his	brilliant	and	supreme	testament.”	(486p,	January	1,	1993)	
	
Our	Lady	asks	us	only	for	trust	–	an	absolute	trust	in	God's	plans	which	have	been	entrusted	to	Her.		She	
tells	us	that	it	is	part	of	God’s	plan	–	for	a	short	while	yet	–	to	allow	Satan	a	certain	amount	of	time,	until	
he	has	the	impression	of	having	dealt	a	blow	of	“death”	for	the	Church,	so	that	his	defeat	may	be	all	the	
more	definitive,	because	he	had	thought	himself	to	be	the	absolute	victor.	(cf.	Oct.	18,	1975)	
	
“Trust,	 trust,	 trust”,	 insists	Mary	 (Feb.	11,	1978);	 then	prayer,	 suffering	and	silence	 (October	18	and	24,	
1975).	Prayer	means	cenacles;	 that	 is,	 the	Rosary,	meditation	on	the	Book	and	the	Consecration,	careful	
not	to	introduce	other	things	into	it.	
		
“Multiply,	 in	every	part	of	the	world,	the	cenacles	of	prayer	which	I	have	asked	of	you,	like	torches	lit	 in	
the	night,	 like	sure	points	of	reference,	 like	shelters	needed	and	sought	for.	 	Above	all,	 I	ask	that	family	
cenacles	be	multiplied	more	and	more,	in	order	to	provide	you	with	a	safe	dwelling	place	in	the	great	trial	
which	is	now	awaiting	you.”(417k,	January	1,	1990)	
	
To	pray;	to	suffer;	to	offer;	to	be	silent.	To	wait	with	unwavering	hope,	even	against	the	evidence	of	the	
facts;	to	hope	with	calm	and	with	silence	for	the	glorious	coming	of	the	Lord,	who	will	thus	glorify	His	real	
Presence	in	the	Eucharist	and	make	a	new	heavens	and	a	new	earth.		
	
“The	great	suffering	which	awaits	you	is	to	prepare	you	for	the	birth	of	the	new	era,	which	is	coming	upon	
the	world.”		(441j,	Jan.	1,	1991)		
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These	 are	 the	 birth	 pangs	 of	 this	 new	 era	 when	 the	 Eucharistic	 Jesus	 will	 be	 glorified	 by	 all.	 “When	 a	
woman	is	in	labour,	she	is	in	anguish	because	her	hour	has	arrived;	but	when	she	has	given	birth	to	a	child,	
she	no	longer	remembers	the	pain	because	of	her	joy	that	a	child	has	been	born	into	the	world.	 	So	you	
also	are	now	in	anguish.	But	I	will	see	you	again,	and	your	hearts	will	rejoice,	and	no	one	will	take	your	joy	
away	from	you.”		(Jn	16:	21-22)		Amen!	Yes,	come,	Lord	Jesus!	
	
Dear	brothers	and	sisters,	meditate	well	on	this	circular	letter.		I	thank	you	for	your	prayers;	I	am	spiritually	
united	to	you	in	my	priestly	prayer	and	I	give	you	my	blessing,	as	we	continue	to	keep	in	touch	with	one	
another.			
	
Your	little	brother,		
	
Fr.	Laurent	Larroque	
	

The	MMP	Oceania	Region	WEBSITE	
	
The	new	web	address	for	the	MMP	in	OCEANIA	is	www.mmp-oceania.net.				
	
It	is	new,	has	been	dramatically	revamped,	and	made	more	functional.			It	has	a	lot	of	
information	on	it	in	relation	to	the	MMP:-		
-	about	its	beginnings;	
-	about	Fr	Gobbi;	
-	about	the	bluebook;		
-	about	the	website	itself;		
-	about	the	MMP	spirituality;		
-	about	cenacles;	
-	about	upcoming	events.	
		
The	website	 also	 contains	 the	MMP	Word	and	Phrase	Concordance,	which	 is	 a	 listing	of	
over	7,600	of	the	most	important	words	and	phrases	that	can	be	found	in	Our	Lady’s	book.	
The	words	and	phrases	are	 listed	alphabetically	along	with	 references	 to	all	 the	places	 in	
the	book	where	they	appear,	listed	by	message	number,	and	paragraph.	
		
It	also	contains	some	other	interesting	documents	(e.g.	selected	talks)	that	you	might	want	
to	 look	 at	 and	 all	 of	 this	 information	 is	 printable.	 The	 website	 contains	 many	 specially	
selected	quotes	from	Our	Lady	to	illustrate	the	MMP	spirituality,	so	it	is	well	worth	reading.	
		
Publications:	 The	 website	 also	 now	 has	 improved	 functionality.	 You	 can	 now	 order	 the	
bluebook	and	the	cenacles	booklet	directly	from	the	website.		
		
Registering	membership:		You	can	also	register	your	membership	(providing	name,	address	
etc),	and	register	your	cenacle,	directly	from	the	website.	
		
There	 is	 a	 lot	 of	 information	 on	 it	 that	 you	 can	 share	 with	 the	 other	 members	 of	 your	
cenacle	or	share	with	friends	that	you	might	want	to	tell	about	the	MMP.	
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	CENACLE	REGISTRATION	

	
During	2019	we	are	going	to	revamp	our	register	of	cenacles.	
		
Our	existing	 register	 is	old,	paper-based,	and	much	of	 it	 is	out	of	date	so	we	are	keen	 to	
update	it,	and	to	make	it	electronic	so	it	can	be	readily	accessed.	
		
To	 do	 this,	 we	 ask	 all	 cenacles	 to	 provide	 basic	 information	 like	 where	 and	 when	 your	
cenacle	is	held,	and	information	about	a	key	contact	for	the	cenacle	(see	below).	
		
We	 will	 not	 provide	 any	 information	 on	 the	 cenacle	 directly	 to	 the	 new	 member,	 but	
instead	ask	the	nearest	cenacle	(through	the	key	listed	contact)	to	directly	contact	the	new	
member	 and	 (if	 possible)	 invite	 them	 to	 join.	 Having	 that	 information	 will	 allow	 us	 to	
respond	quickly	to	inquiries	received	from	new	members	interested	in	joining	a	cenacle.		
		
Cenacles	are	an	absolutely	critical	part	of	the	MMP,	and	of	Our	Lady's	plan	to	save	sinners	
and	the	world.	So	please	help	us.		
	
The	information	we	are	asking	for	is:	
-	where	the	cenacle	is	held	
-	when	it	is	held	
-	name	of	contact	person	
-	address	of	contact	person		
-	email	address	of	contact	person	
-	mobile	number	of	contact	person	
		
So	please	play	your	part	by	providing	the	information	on	your	cenacle	either:	
-	 by	 entering	 the	 relevant	 information	directly	 on	 the	website	 (go	 to	 the	 last	drop	down	
heading	under	'cenacles	of	prayer');	or		
-	 by	 providing	 that	 same	 information	 by	 email	 (info@mmp-oceania.net),	 or	post	 (PO	 636	
Castle	Hill	NSW	1765)	
	
	

	FIRST	SATURDAY	DEVOTIONS	-	SYDNEY	
	
A	brief	reminder	to	all	Sydney	members	that	First	Saturday	Devotions	are	held	on	the	first	
Saturday	of	each	month	at	St	Dominic’s	Parish	Church	at	Flemington	(opposite	the	station).		
	
Confessions	are	available	from	11am.	Mass	begins	at	noon,	followed	by	Benediction	and	
then	by	the	Cenacle.	Afternoon	tea	is	available	in	the	hall	after	the	Cenacle	(please	bring	a	
plate	to	share	with	others).	All	welcome.		
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ANNUAL	MMP	RETREAT	(OCEANIA)	WITH	FATHER	DONAL	McILRAITH	
	
The	 Marian	 Movement	 of	 Priests	 (MMP)	 is	 pleased	 to	 advise	 that	 our	 Annual	 Oceania	
Retreat	 for	 2019	will	 be	 held	 at	 St	 Clement’s	 (Redemptorist)	 Retreat	 Centre	 at	 GALONG	
NSW	(near	Yass)	from	Monday	19th	August	2019	to	Friday	23rd	August	2019	inclusive.		
	
The	Retreat	will	be	led	by	Father	Donal	McIraith	(the	MMP	Priest	Responsible	for	Oceania),	
and	 is	 open	 to	 all	 Priests,	 Religious,	 Lay	 Associates	 and	 friends.	 	 The	 retreat	 begins	with	
lunch	 at	 1.30pm	 on	Monday	 19	 August,	 and	 concludes	 after	 lunch	 on	 Friday	 23	 August	
2019.	All	necessary	information	will	be	provided	to	participants	prior	to	the	Retreat.	The	full	
daily	program	for	the	Retreat	will	be	provided	to	participants	on	arrival	at	the	retreat.		
	
A	 range	of	 room-types	will	 be	 available.	 Some	 rooms	have	 single	beds;	 others	 have	 twin	
singles,	 or	double	or	queen	 sized	beds.	Most	 rooms	are	 air-conditioned,	 and	have	desks.	
Some	rooms	have	shared	bathroom	facilities,	while	others	have	their	own	ensuites.	There	
are	also	a	small	number	of	flats	available	(flats	 include	double	beds,	a	desk	and	a	sofa	for	
relaxation).	 The	 cost	of	 the	 retreat	 (including	accommodation,	 all	meals	 and	 linen)	 varies	
with	room-type	(see	over).	Note,	however,	that	there	is	a	$150	discount	for	Priests.	
	
Transport	to	the	Retreat	Centre	can	be	undertaken	either:	
-	by	car	(1.5	hr	from	Canberra;	2.5hr	from	Albury,	Orange	or	Griffith;	3.5	hr	from	Sydney;	6	
hr	from	Melbourne);	or	
-	by	train	(the	nearest	station	is	Harden,	23	km	from	the	Retreat	Centre	–	train	travelers	will	
be	met	at	the	station);	or		
-	by	bus	(the	MMP	will	arrange	dedicated	coaches	from	key	centres	if	sufficient	people	are	
interested).		
	
Additional	information	on	the	retreat	is	available	on	the	MMP’s	new	website	(www.mmp-
oceania.net).	
	
Enquires	relating	to	the	Retreat	can	be	made	either:-	
by	email:		info@mmp-oceania.net;	or	mmpriests@gmail.com.	
by	post:	PO	Box	636,	Castle	Hill	NSW	1765	
	
As	the	number	of	rooms	with	ensuites	is	strictly	limited,	you	are	encouraged	to	register	for	
the	 retreat	 as	 soon	 as	 you	 can.	 Registration	must	 be	made	 on	 the	 attached	 application	
form.	A	$250	deposit	is	payable	at	the	time	of	registration,	and	can	be	paid	either:	
by	cheque	made	payable	to	the	Marian	Movement	of	Priests	(or	MMP)	and	posted	to	PO	
Box	636	Castle	Hill	NSW	1765;	OR		
by	 bank	 transfer	 to	 our	 St	 George	 account	 (Account	 name:	 MMP;	 BSB:	 112879;	 A/c:	
041489990).	If	paying	by	bank	transfer,	please	forward	a	copy	of	the	bank	transfer	receipt	
to	 info@mmp-oceania.net	or	mmpriests@gmail.com	OR	 identify	yourself	 in	 the	reference	
section	of	the	bank	transfer	notice,	so	we	know	who	has	paid.	
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REGISTRATION	FOR	MMP	RETREAT	
	

	
Surname:	……….…………………….…….………..….		 First	Name:			………………………………………….……………….							
	
Address:	…………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………….…………	
	
Telephone	(mobile	preferred):			…………………………….…………	Email:…………………………………….………………….…	
	
Room	type*	 Bathroom		 Cost	($)	

per	person	
No.	of	rooms	
of	this	type	

First	
Pref	

Second	
Preference	

Single	 Shared	 600	 33	 	 	
Twin	singles	(2	people)	 Shared	 550	 6	 	 	
Double	or	Queen	(2	people)	 Shared	 600	 7	 	 	
Twin	singles	(2	people)	 Ensuite	 650	 12	 	 	
Double	or	Queen	(2	people)	 Ensuite	 700	 7	 	 	
Flat	(double+sofa)	(2	people)	 Ensuite	 750	 4	 	 	
*	Note:-	Priests	receive	a	discount	of	$150pp	
	
A	small	number	of	single	rooms	with	ensuites	may	become	available	(for	an	additional	$100	cost	pp).	
Would	you	like	to	be	on	a	waiting	list	for	such	a	room?	….	YES/NO	(please	circle)	
	
If	you	have	selected	a	‘twin	singles’	room	(with	or	without	an	ensuite),	do	you	wish	to	nominate	whom	you	
would	like	to	share	the	room	with?	……………………………………....	
	
Staying	Sunday	BEFORE	Retreat	(for	extra	cost)?	………….	 If	so,	arriving	when?	………………	
Staying	Friday	AFTER	Retreat	(for	extra	cost)?………….…..		 If	so,	arriving	when?	………………	
	
Transport		-	how	do	you	intend	to	travel	by	CAR	/	by	TRAIN	/	or	by	BUS	(please	circle)?	
	
If	you	plan	to	travel	by	BUS,	do	you	want	us	to	reserve	a	place	for	you	on	dedicated	coaches	arranged	by	
MMP	(if	sufficient	people	are	interested	–	anticipated	return	cost	from	Sydney	approx	$60pp)?	
…………………………YES/NO		(please	circle)	
	
Any	special	dietary	considerations?		 	 …………………………………………………..…………………	
	
Any	other	comments/requests?		 	 ……………………………………………………………………	
	
PAYMENT	(of	Deposit	of	$250pp):											Cheque/	cash	/	bank	transfer			(please	circle)			
	
																													Amount		paid										…………………………......				
			
_____________________________________END______________________________	
	
(Office	Use	Only)					……………………………………………………………………………………………….……….	
	
	
	

You	may	copy	this	&	invite	Priests	&	friends	
	


