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MARIAN MOVEMENT OF PRIESTS 
P.O. Box 636 

Castle Hill NSW 1765 
AUSTRALIA 

Email: info@mmp-oceania.net  
 

  January 28, 2021 - Feast of St Thomas Aquinas         
 
Dear Members of the Marian Movement of Priests, 

Happy New Year! May 2021 be filled with many blessings for you and your family.  

Despite the difficulties of this past incredible year, we still have much to thank our loving God 
for. We thank God that our beautiful country of Australia has been relatively free of this 
horrible “Coronavirus” (corona means crown), that has sadly swept the world over. 

During the troubling year of 2020, the Church, as a compassionate Mother, conscientiously 
maintained a healthy balance of spiritual and physical well-being. This is the perennial 
message of Our Saviour Jesus Christ, who came to offer us Eternal Life and even now, heal 
the sick and set the downtrodden free (Lk. 4). This balance is always challenging and yet 
always afresh with the Holy Spirit’s sanctifying grace. 

Relatively early into the worldwide Covid-19 pandemic, Pope Francis, on the Feast of the 
Annunciation at a General Audience, reminded the world that it was exactly 25 years since St 
John Paul II released his famous encyclical Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life - 25/3/95). 
The Vicar of Christ said, “I reaffirm with renewed conviction the appeal he addressed to 
everyone 25 years ago”: that is to “respect, protect, love and serve life, every human life! 
Only in this direction will you find justice, development, true freedom, peace and happiness!” 
(EV, n. 5). 

Nineteen years before Our Lady said to Fr Gobbi, “Each one must consecrate himself to my 
Immaculate Heart” (99m). “This is like a vaccine which, like a good Mother, I give you to 
preserve you from the epidemic of atheism, which is contaminating so many of my children 
and leading them to the death of the spirit.” (99n) “These are the times that I myself foretold; 
this is the hour of the purification. Heed the requests of your Mother and entrust yourselves 
to me with all confidence and the most complete surrender.” (99o)   

A beautiful part of that entrustment to Our Lady was emphasised by Her a few months later 
in message 106, in August 1976, “Only with the Pope”. She said:  

i  “Today, how deeply wounded and afflicted is my Heart of Mother of the Church by the 
scandal, even of bishops who do not obey the Vicar of my Son and who drag a great number 
of my poor children along the path of error. 

j  And therefore, you should at this time proclaim to all by your words that Jesus has made 
Peter alone the foundation of his Church and the infallible guardian of truth. 

k  Today whoever is not with the Pope will not succeed in remaining in the truth. 
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l  The seductions of the Evil One have become so insidious and dangerous that they are 
succeeding in deceiving almost anyone. 

m  Here even the good can fall. 

n  Here even the masters and the wise ones can fall. 

o  Here even the Priests and the Bishops can fall. 

p  Those will never fall who are always with the Pope. 

q  This is why I want to make you a disciplined and attentive cohort, obedient and docile even 
to the desires of this first of my beloved sons, the Vicar of my Jesus.” 
 
Fr Donal McIlraith jovially stated on our 2019 annual retreat: “we can’t be more Catholic than 
the Pope”. If we think we are, we are in opposition to the very essence of the Marian 
Movement of Priests. A humble Confession, however, will rescue and revive you from falling 
into apostasy (168s, 278, 434e & 442c). At every cenacle we consecrate, promising Her “to be 
united with the Holy Father” and “to be apostles of this sorely needed unity of prayer and 
love for the Pope, on whom we invoke your special protection”.  
 
Mother Mary has told us that the times we are living through is the Church’s Calvary (491), 
She said they are “a thousand times worse than the flood” (507e), however, soon the Church 
will receive a new Pentecost and will have “a splendour greater than a thousand suns put 
together” (429c). In our current climate this may be exceedingly difficult for us to imagine. 
But Our Blessed Mother, in locution 456 entitled: In the name of Mary reminds us of God’s 
plan to humiliatingly defeat Satan, through Her. She defeated Marxist communism “not 
because of political movements or persons, but through” Her “personal intervention”. 
Likewise, In the name of Mary, “I will bring to completion my Work with the defeat of 
Masonry, of every diabolical force, of materialism, and of practical atheism, so that all 
humanity will be able to attain its encounter with the Lord and be thus purified and 
completely renewed, with the triumph of my Immaculate Heart in the world”. 
 
The Triumph will coincide with the judgement in miniature (521) and the second Pentecost 
(546 - 4/6/95) which Our Lady tells us are “now close at hand” and that we should live in hope 
and “trembling expectation” for them – thus crowning the Gospel of Life. 
 
I encourage you to live in the Immaculate Heart of Mary through your Cenacles, to spread the 
Cenacle to so many of Her poor children needing their Mother and finally to pray for the Holy 
Father who “will be greatly abandoned” (23n) as the Church is being purified and renewed. 
You are thereby, praying for an end to the physical and spiritual pandemic. 
 
Despite the restrictions, I had the privilege of attending many Cenacles in our ‘Great Land of 
the Holy Spirit’. One highlight was a Zoom Cenacle, at Pentecost, with over 3,000 people from 
all over the world. I am looking forward to seeing you at the Oceania Retreat in Galong, NSW, 
with Fr Donal McIlraith SSC (Responsible for Oceania) as our Retreat Master.   
Yours in Jesus through His Holy Mother,    

Fr Andrew Grace,    Responsible for Australia 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWSLETTER - MARIAN MOVEMENT OF PRIESTS 
 
Ave Maria       1 January 2021 Mary Holy Mother of God  
 
Dear members of the Marian Movement of Priests, 

For many months we have been living in a new and unexpected situation both because 
of health difficulties and especially by reason of the spiritual difficulties that we face. We 
began 2020 with the normal lovely and strong wish to live and spread the work of Our Mother 
by prayer in Cenacles, retreats and spiritual exercises. Nearly all the planned European Spring 
cenacles were postponed or cancelled, and in the rest of the world there have been equal 
difficulties, and besides, unfortunately, in many places, restrictions have been renewed after 
only a short time in which we could return and pray together in church. 

With courage and determination, despite the difficulties and uncertainties, we held 
the International Spiritual Exercises for priests in Collevalenza from 20 to 27 June, with the 
presence of a bishop and 25 priests, some who came with difficulty from foreign countries. It 
was a real moment of grace. The absence of the traditional 150-200 participants was greatly 
felt, but it all took place in the same way and in strong spiritual union with all the members 
of the MMP across the world. This is very important: when we hold a cenacle, whether there 
are two or two hundred of us, we are never alone in prayer but really united with all the 
members of the MMP the world over. In fact, in the Act of Consecration to Her Immaculate 
Heart, Our Lady makes us speak in the plural: she wants us united and aware that every day 
we work and walk together with all the members of the MMP for the triumph of Her 
Immaculate Heart.   

In the current difficulties for meeting and travel, the desire to be in a Cenacle using 
internet connections was born and has grown greatly. In this way, daily Cenacles have been 
formed among people who live very far apart, even in different countries. Very well, we have 
to make more cenacles possible! Thanks to God and to Our Lady for this growing desire to 
pray in Cenacles at national, or international levels or even among language groups: in this 
way also, we together help each other to walk with her. There are cenacles of priests, laity, 
young people and children, national, continental and wider cenacles. But even with the good 
can come the pitfall of the evil one, who wants to ruin everything: there may be a risk that 
you will get used to praying at home and no longer in church, where the Eucharist awaits us, 
or used above all to having remote cenacles instead of meeting in person... when possible 
one must always have cenacles "present together", they can be held over the internet only 
when we are really prevented from meeting by reason of distance or for health or other really 
serious reasons. So, it is important and necessary that these cenacles on the internet not 
replace our cenacles present together. These present-together cenacles come first: those on 
the internet are an added grace that we welcome with much gratitude to our heavenly 
Mother, and to those who organize them for her. The current difficulties cannot make us take 
a step back, but, if anything, forward. Do not reduce cenacles or change their form, if at all, 
add more.  

I know that in some countries it has been possible to hold retreats in the form of a 
Cenacle for Priests and Laity: it is a grace for the participants and - I repeat - for the MMP and 
the Church, of which we are children and for which we live and pray. Despite the current 
difficulties, I had the grace of participating in numerous cenacles in Italy and abroad also, in 
Portugal, Mexico, the Dominican Republic and the United States of America.  
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The International Spiritual Exercises for priests in Collevalenza will be from 27 June to 
3 July, 2021. We will mark the tenth anniversary of the departure for Heaven of dear Don 
Stefano Gobbi, which took place on June 29, 2011. We hope with all our heart that there will 
again be a full participation of priests from all over the world. I ask the laity to invite their 
priests to participate and, if necessary, to help them in some way. I am very pleased that in 
various parts of the world there are further Spiritual Exercises of the MMP: May those who 
just cannot participate in Collevalenza take part at least in the local Exercises, do not let pass 
this grace of the continuous Cenacle. Information for the Spiritual Exercises in Collevalenza 
can be requested from Fr. Florio Quercia, via del Ronco 12 (Jesuit Fathers), 34133 Trieste, 
Italy; e-mail: querciaflorio@tiscali.it; tel.: (+39) 333.6322248. Looking further ahead, the 
organization of the 2022 Spiritual Exercises in Fatima, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary 
of the birth of the MMP, has already begun: both the Exercises for priests and a Retreat for 
Laity roughly from 26 June to 3 July 2022. By autumn, a first registration will be required, in 
order to reserve accommodation for all.   

Regional and national cenacles will be scheduled as soon as circumstances permit, 
while we continue and build up our small local and family cenacles.  

I ask you to pray that the Cause of Beatification of Fr. Nazareno Lanciotti, although 
slowed down by present problems, may soon attain a good conclusion; As for the Cause of 
Beatification of Don Stefano Gobbi, I renew the request to send your testimonies as soon as 
possible, to be ready for presentation.  

 
 

Reflection: 
Dear Fr. Stefano Gobbi explained to us one day: "On 8 May 1972, I was in Fatima in 

front of the chapel of apparitions, and there Our Lady showed me that we were entering the 
times that she had predicted in 1917, times of a great crisis for humanity and for the Church. 
She called it "a crisis of purification," and these times "times of the great tribulation." And the 
most exposed to danger, you know who they were? The sons she loves the most... her 
priests!' Our Lady raised Her Marian Movement of Priests to call priests to consecrate 
themselves to Her Immaculate Heart, so, living consecrated and protected in it, they might 
help the whole Church to go through the period of trial until the triumph of the Immaculate 
Heart.  

We always knew that this test would arrive, and we know the spiritual aspects of it, 
but not the details with which it would develop. In last year’s circular letter, I proposed that 
you reflect on the Confusion and Purification already happening in the Church. "The Lord is 
allowing to emerge in the Church doctrinal problems, hidden or dormant "spiritual illnesses", 
masks, plans aimed at changing the Church, at changing the life of the commandments, 
sacraments and virtues, so that  through purification it will shine again with the light of 
holiness that the Immaculate restores to her, to the glory of the Holy Trinity. It is a process of 
healing the Church, a purification that is necessary".   

Our Lady entrusts to our fidelity the path of this purification: the better we live the 
Consecration to Her Immaculate Heart, the sooner Her Triumph will be fulfilled, which 
coincides with the triumph of Jesus in hearts and souls, in the lives of individuals and nations 
(cf. 14 June 1979). Consecration to the Immaculate Heart helps us to live ever more rooted in 
the Church: in the Act of Consecration she makes us pray: "Above all we wish to be united 
with the Holy Father and the hierarchy ... to set up a barrier to the growing confrontation 
against the Magisterium, that threatens the very foundation of the Church". Being a "barrier" 
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is a fruit of the consecration, but also a task asked of MMP members. If the barrier is not 
strong and the foundations are struck, the responsibility lies not only with those who ought 
to defend them but also with the barrier itself, which is us. In 1979 Our Lady explained to us 
the four signs of the time of purification: Confusion, Lack of Discipline, Division, Persecution. 
They seek to strike at the members of the Church, to crumble the foundations of Christian 
life, so that they no longer rest on the rock that makes them firm, which is Christ. Sometimes 
one has the impression that this crumbling is already happening, and so then we must live 
our second commitment ever better: prayer for the Pope, who has the divine task of 
confirming us in the faith (cf. Lk 22:31-32) and to defend the Magisterium from multiple 
pushes towards changes contrary to the Gospel (cf. Jn 21, 15-17).  

Sometimes we think that the threats that crumble the foundations are easily 
recognizable, but it is not always so. We are used to seeing difficulties only in their human 
aspect, but we must learn to read events, even the year 2020, in the light of what Our Lady 
tells us in her messages preserved in the Blue Book. She teaches us to live in the light of 
holiness of Her Immaculate Heart, She – a woman clothed in the sun – sheds light on us where 
heart and mind would remain in the dark, and teaches us to see the origin of all evils: it is evil 
itself, what she calls "my enemy", the devil. His goal is to take away our divine Grace, to get 
us used to doing without God. In every evil the enemy wants to blind us and prevent us from 
seeing the spiritual dangers that he hides, he wants us to become spiritually ill, to make us 
forget that our true medicine is the Lord Jesus. It is he, risen, who frees us from the enemy. It 
is only with him that every evil can be transformed into victor y and grace, the Cross of 
Salvation, while without him is darkness.   

In 2020 the sudden suffering of the new virus that affected the whole world presented 
itself, a great suffering for so many people, with so many deaths, so much loneliness, so many 
economic and social problems, restrictions in many aspects of daily life. These restrictions 
have also affected the possibility of freely living one's faith and freely receiving the 
sacraments. One of the images that will remain in history will be the sad one, in many places, 
of closed churches almost all the world over, including large shrines and holy places.  

Let me tell you that we have lived much darkness throughout 2020... I do not dwell on 
the darkness of human suffering, but on spiritual darkness, which this year has manifested 
itself in various ways, for example:   
- the darkness of the many closed churches , while markets were regularly frequented and 

open: so many people believed  that churches – normally rather empty – were places 
dangerous to   health, and gradually they got used to thinking that what one experiences 
in church (prayer and    especially the Mass) is less important than daily shopping;   

- the darkness and the emptiness that surrounds the Eucharist. Under the name of 
“prudence” it is  long preferred to do without the Eucharist, the Lord Jesus in his 
redemptive sacrifice, as if the Saving Sacrament were not necessary for our eternal 
Salvation, indeed it seemed necessary to renounce it to save our earthly life, and spiritual 
communion is considered as more than sufficient. So, the darkness also of the spiritual 
life, into which many have fallen, has increased: for almost a year, too many remain 
distant from the sacraments and no longer feel need of them! Many think (wrongly) that 
the Church has taught that one can pray before the TV with no more need to go to Church 
for Mass and to receive Holy Communion.   

- the darkness by which the Holy Mass has been demeaned, considered almost only an 
opportunity for encounter between people (therefore dangerous to health), saying that 
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one can give up Holy Mass and the Eucharist since one will go again after the time of 
emergency … but the Church celebrates the Holy Mass as a memorial of the Sacrifice of 
the Son of God, to receive Salvation from him, without the Eucharist there would be no 
hope for man on earth, abandoned without the Saviour. The Holy Mass has been severely 
humiliated when considered above all as a “human encounter” and therefore “an 
unnecessary item for man’s wellbeing in a time of difficulty, a “disposable item”, while it 
is “divine mystery of salvation” and therefore  “an indispensable  reality for the good of 
man to overcome difficulties, it is a supreme and necessary good.  

This darkness is real and present, someone has unmasked and overcome it, but this darkness 
still tries to obscure the splendor of souls and to extinguish turn off the light of Grace. This 
darkness is an expression of the evil one and of the confusion he wants to sow in the Church. 
As Jesus taught, the enemy confuses by sowing the darnel, that is, things that are disguised 
as good but are empty and deceptive. The evil one, in fact, disguises himself, hides, makes us 
falsely believe what he proposes is good. But whoever retains the Holy Spirit notices it, is not 
confused and has the light to react.  

Our Lady has left us a wonderful Act of Consecration, to be meditated deeply in every 
word. Towards the end she reminds us that the evil one acts (in fact we say, "Mindful that 
atheism... etc.") to carry out the worst desecration in history, entering "the Holy Temple of 
God, not sparing even many of our brother-priests". The objective of this desecration is the 
Eucharist and its ministers, the priests. Our Lady came specially to save priests, so that the 
Eucharist may continue to be the Sun of Salvation for humanity. If priests, for any, even 
apparently good, reason, should no longer publicly defend the need for the Eucharist but 
agree to set it aside, even momentarily, even if only "for a good end ", this would be the sign 
that this desecration is taking a step forward. But what "good end" could ever be greater than 
the Summit of Love that is the Eucharist? In 2020 there was, at times, this difficulty of 
judgment, of discernment... No one, in fact, has experienced all these things as "contrary acts" 
towards the Sacraments and Holy Mass, if anything he accepted them and supported them 
as "necessary acts in exceptional circumstances". Everything was done for good. Everything 
has the appearance of goodness, as the darnel appears to be good but is empty and deceitful.  

Our Lady, spouse of the Holy Spirit, speaks to us with the Divine Light and gives us the 
Wisdom that is Christ the Saviour. Only in this way can we make a painstaking and subtle 
discernment.   

When one comes to believe that there is a "good end", an act of charity more "useful", 
or more necessary  to a man of the Eucharist, or if charity is reduced to earthly life alone and 
does not also include the life of Grace, if - for example - it is thought that it is charity to 
suspend the sacraments without seeking, by all means, to guarantee them to the faithful, and 
if instead it is thought that it is not charity to keep seeking these means, then one is faced 
with charity being undermined, reduced to a generous love of great feelings, which may even 
seem evangelical, but is only earthly, useful for earthly life but without hope. This leads to a 
"purely temporal messianism" (Card. J. Ratzinger, Instruction on certain aspects of liberation 
theology, 2004): man proposes his own way of salvation instead of that of Christ... And so, 
the Eucharist is struck "without too much pain"!     

Our Lady warned us in her message of 31 December 1992, using very strong words 
that recall the Prophet Daniel. "The Sacrifice of the Mass renews that which was accomplished 
by Jesus on Calvary. By accepting Protestant doctrine, people will hold that the Mass is not a 
sacrifice, but only a sacred meal, that is to say, a remembrance of what Jesus did at his Last 
Supper. And thus, the celebration of Holy Mass will be suppressed. In this abolition of the daily 
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Sacrifice consists the horrible sacrilege accomplished by the Antichrist" (485 u, December 31, 
1992). Now, in this message she affirms that the Holy Mass will be as "demoted" from the 
divine level to the human level. We do not know in detail how this will happen. The Church 
has a very clear and wonderful doctrine about the Eucharist. But many no longer think of Holy 
Mass as Jesus' Sacrifice on Calvary, but as the Sunday meeting to celebrate faith in 
community. This year there has been a kind of down-playing, because Mass has been treated 
as an unnecessary and non-essential human encounter instead of as "an encounter with our 
Divine Saviour". The doctrine is wonderful, the practice is very different... This is already part 
of the desecration and of the horrible sacrilege of which Our Lady speaks.    

At the moment, there is more talk of protecting physical health than eternal health, 
endangered by sin. I do not want to deny the importance of the care for life, but now often 
in churches we look for sanitisers but do not look for the confessor. Our Lady reminds us that 
the reality of sin is so serious, that the Son of God had to establish in the Church the memorial 
of His redemptive Sacrifice, in order to perpetuate His act of reparation and redemption. "To 
the general and renewed rejection of God, the answer is still that of his renewed and sorrowful 
prayer, with its infinite capacity for reparation: .... If sin and evil are overflowing, today there 
is offered anew to the divine justice the innocent blood of the true Lamb of God, who takes 
away all the sins of the world." (281 h, i 1 January 1984).    

It almost seems that it has been said "we are in danger and therefore we must 
renounce the Eucharist", while until recently the example of the Holy Martyrs was exalted, 
who said "we are in danger, but we cannot renounce the Eucharist" (cf. the Martyrs of 
Abitinae; Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, part two). If its primacy is not 
recognized, the very Paschal Mystery and the lordship of Christ are also debased. Our Lady, 
in fact, tells us, "His Sacrifice has an infinite value, transcending time. His Blood, his wounds, 
his painful agony, his atrocious death upon the Cross possess the value of salvation even for 
this generation of yours, which without him would have gone to perdition. His Sacrifice is 
mystically consummated in every Holy Mass which is celebrated." (281 f, g. 1 January 1984)    

"The glorious reign of Christ will coincide with the triumph of the Eucharistic reign of 
Jesus, because in a purified and sanctified world, completely renewed by love, Jesus will be 
made manifest, above all, in the mystery of his Eucharistic presence. The Eucharist will be the 
source from which will burst forth all his divine power, and it will become the new sun, which 
will shed its bright rays in hearts and souls and then in the life of individuals, families and 
nations, making of all one single flock, docile and meek, whose sole shepherd will be Jesus.   
“Your heavenly Mother is leading you on toward these new heavens and this new earth, the 
Mother who is gathering you today from every part of the world, to prepare you to receive the 
Lord who is coming". (505, i, j, k. November 21, 1993)  

Without the celebration of the Eucharist, the Christian is deprived of the treasure of 
redemption, and priests are emptied of their identity and their first ministry: to be servants 
of the Eucharist, servants of the sacrament that generates and sanctifies the Church and 
nourishes her to be herself in turn, in every Christian nourished and sanctified by the 
Eucharist, an offering of salvation for humanity.   
“The Sacrifice of Holy Mass must be lived interiorly by you, in your life and at the moment of 
its celebration. It is above all at the altar that each of you comes to be like Jesus crucified." 
(148 n. 11 February 1978). "You are being called more and more to become the apostles and 
new martyrs of Jesus present in the Eucharist. And so, you must increase your reparation, your 
adoration and your life of piety. The Eucharistic Heart of Jesus will work great things in each 
of you." (156, n, o, p. July 13, 1978)   
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“I myself will fill up the great void about my Son Jesus, present in the Eucharist. I will form a 
barrier of love about his divine presence." (176, n. June 14, 1979)  

We greatly need to look to Jesus the Redeemer and our Heavenly Mother to face this 
test of fidelity. It is a time of great discernment and choice. Each of us, priests or bishops, lay 
or religious, has always wanted to live every day of 2020 in fidelity to the Lord. But 
discernment is conditioned by spiritual malaise, by confusion, and so, how many times in 2020 
we could not understand where the real good was... how many times, in doubt, we have 
chosen the earthly good hoping that it would coincide with the love that God expects of us. 
Let us think of the Passion and Death of Jesus: during the trial, the condemnation, the physical 
elimination, the Apostles and the disciples had considered it right and proper to save their 
own lives, but... Jesus had been abandoned... They loved him, they were genuinely sorry for 
Him, but in fact they put him aside, they could not understand what was happening, to discern 
what was right to do at that moment, how to remain faithful. This was also part of the hour 
of darkness that Jesus had spoken about. Only those who were with Our Lady remained with 
Jesus below the cross. The very people who were with her were the first to go to the empty 
tomb of the risen one: first the devout women (with the apparition of Jesus to The 
Magdalene) and then St. John, together with St. Peter (who received the grace to run to the 
tomb although he had denied Jesus, because even if we deny Him, he remains faithful, and in 
His mercy confirms the Grace to the repentant heart).  

Only by the maternal work of Our Lady does one remain faithful, whether we realize 
it or not. "Your Heavenly Mother wants to enfold each one of you in the secure refuge of her 
Immaculate Heart, to protect you in the time of the great trial and to prepare you to receive 
Jesus, who is about to return to establish his glorious reign among you." (505 b. November 21, 
1993)  

"I am the Mother of the Second Advent and the door which is being opened on the new 
era. This new era will coincide with the greatest triumph of the Eucharistic reign of Jesus." (443 
u. February 26, 1991). Looking at this past year, however, the Eucharist did not publicly 
triumph, indeed it was humiliated. No one wanted to do this deliberately, but spiritual and 
sometimes even pastoral choices have perhaps brought this about.   

Throughout all this "Eucharistic famine", there have nevertheless been moments of 
true triumph: e.g., those people – often of advanced age – who visited the Eucharistic Jesus 
in the church every day, despite the difficulties, looking for open churches, because they could 
not help but come to pray before him and ask to receive Communion... The sixth station of 
the Way of the Cross was being repeated: Veronica who courageously goes to console Jesus, 
left on his own by everyone (except his Mother and a few others with her), and He is very 
consoled by this faithful and courageous love. Or I think of many priests who sought all means 
to provide the Eucharist to the faithful.   

It is true, during the last year it seemed to me like seeing again many scenes of the 
Passion of the Lord, which in itself already has the irrevocable triumph of the Resurrection 
and of the Immaculate Heart of our Mother. It is evident how consecration to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary - if lived! - defends us from this darkness by making us a ray of 
Her Immaculate Light (cf. 6 August 1986, 24 July 1987, 15 November 1990).   

Even in the darkness of this time, the first rays of the triumph of her Immaculate 
Light shine beautifully. 

Let us remember then the words of Our Lady:    
“Entrust yourselves to me with confidence, and you will remain faithful, because I will be able 
to carry out fully my work as Mediatrix of Graces. I will take you each day along the way of my 
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Son, in such a way that He may increase in you to his fullness. This is my great work, which I 
am still carrying out in silence and in the desert. Under my powerful action as Mediatrix of 
Graces, you are evermore transformed into Christ, that you may become fit for the task which 
awaits you. Forward then, with courage, along the way traced out by your Heavenly Mother." 
(204 o, p. July 16, 1980)  
"Allow your heavenly Mother to gather you into the sheepfold of her Immaculate Heart to 
form you to be ever more faithful to Jesus and his Gospel. Be humble, strong, courageous. Do 
not allow yourselves to be seized either by fear or by discouragement.  
The night of error, of apostasy and of infidelity has already descended upon the world and into 
the Church.  
The Mystical Body of Jesus is living through the hour of a new painful agony. For this reason, 
there are repeated again today, in a much greater way, the same things that were done at 
that time: the abandonment, the denial, the betrayal. You, O little sons formed in the 
Immaculate Heart of your heavenly Mother, must, like the Apostle John, keep watch in prayer 
and in trust." (308, h, i, j. April 4, 1985)  

We are called to be His rays of light, a great vocation to be received with humility. 
Each of us must grasp whether in the new situations of 2020 he has made mistakes, or if he 
has not responded as Our Lady has taught us, he must correct himself. We must respond 
ONLY as Our Lady teaches us, with spiritual weapons, with the three commitments. Our 
Leader makes us fight like this, we do not need to look for other ways, as if what she teaches 
us is not enough. She knows what she says, she is the Spouse of the Holy Spirit!   

But how willing are we to fight? How willing are we to "expose ourselves", to witness 
with love as Our Lady asks us? Let us ask the Holy Spirit for help. "Come, Holy Spirit...". Our 
fight is that of the "little ones": it is waged in prayer, in Cenacles, in fidelity... let us seek to 
offer our fight, despite our limitations, as a consolation and reparation to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.    

Let us ask for the grace to be apostles of the Cenacles, to promote and spread them, 
even if with only two or three people (cf. 17 January 1974). I ask you for great fidelity and 
unity in the way you carry out the Cenacle. I know that many of you guide beautiful cenacles 
and there are different customs in different countries, but it is better to be united also in 
form: for this reason, I ask you to please follow the schema for a cenacle that you will find on 
the official website of the MMP, www.msm-mmp.org, now translated into six languages.  

The Holy Father is entrusting us to the protection of Saint Joseph through this Jubilee 
Year dedicated to him. Our Lady speaks of him to us with great sweetness and admiration (19 
March 1984 and 1996): let us avail ourselves of his fatherhood, of his very particular and 
chaste union with the Immaculate Heart of Mary and of the protection that he will give to the 
Church in this so important a year.  

I thank you very much for your prayers, they are a great comfort to me, I assure you 
of mine each day. I am always happy to receive news from your cenacles all over the world. 
"With the strength of the little ones..." (September 8, 1996)  

Let us walk together in the light and in the Grace that issue for us from the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary.   

don Luca Pescatori 
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NOTE #1:  2021 - Priests Retreat / Spiritual exercises in Collevalenza: from 27 June to 3 July 2021, we 
will also mark the tenth anniversary of the departure for Heaven of Don Stefano Gobbi. Information 
c/o Fr. Quercia, (+39) 333.6322248 
 
NOTE #2: 2022 - Fiftieth anniversary of the Marian Movement of Priests; International Spiritual 
Exercises to be held in Fatima, Portugal, for priests from 26 June to 2 July, and for Laity from 30 June 
to 3 July, enrolment from autumn 2021. Details -  www.msm-mmp.org. 
 

Don Stefano Gobbi’s Biography.  We have arranged to receive a limited 
supply of Fr Gobbi’s biography which has just been translated into 
English.   If you would like to be placed on the waiting list for a copy of 
the biography which we expect to arrive in Australia by the end of March, 
please let us know. We are asking for $12 per copy, to help cover the 
printing, shipping and postage costs.  

 
Other publications 
now available 
 
We now have good 
stocks of these MMP 
publications……… 
 

  

Italian Cenacle Books 
We also have a large 
number of Cenacle books in 
Italian.  They are free of 
charge and we are happy to 
give large quantities of 
them away if they can be 
used by Cenacles here in 
Oceania or overseas. 

MMP Retreat 2020 
The Annual Retreat for the MMP in Oceania for 2020 was to have been held in August 2020 at St 
Clement’s Retreat Centre at Galong.  Initially we were expecting about 90 people to join in then 
because of the social distancing requirements forced on us by the Covid pandemic, we had to cut the 
retreat back to just 25. Finally, because of the rapid spread of the virus in Victoria and (to a lesser 
extent) in NSW and the risk posed to staff and retreat attendees, the retreat was cancelled, 
and replaced by a much smaller retreat – for just 5 priests – in the Sydney suburb of Carlton. To enable 
other priests, all the laity who had registered for the 2020 retreat, and all other MMP members to 
participate, we (for the first time) LIVE STREAMED the key events in the Retreat Program. A detailed 
Program of events, and links to each event, is available on our website, so if you missed seeing an 
event ‘live’, or if you would like to watch it again, you can do so via this website, whenever it suits 
you. 
 
WEBSITE 
The MMP in Oceania now only sends out one newsletter each year. So the only way to keep up to 
date with any changes (e.g. changes to the retreat, or changes to First Saturday Devotions; or special 
events such as the one-off cenacles led by Fr Andrew Grace in Miami and Brays Park in January 2021) 
is to keep an eye on our website (www.mmp-oceania.net).  
 
The website is also the way to access events live-streamed from our annual retreats (we hope to do 
this every year now), or live-streamed from First Saturday Devotions each month at Griffith NSW, or 
to access talks of interest to MMP members that are periodically added to the website. So please keep 
an eye on our website! If you have any suggestions regarding the website, email them to info@mmp-
oceania.net, or post them to our postal box. 
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2021 ANNUAL MMP RETREAT (OCEANIA)  
 
The Marian Movement of Priests (MMP) is pleased to advise that our Annual Retreat for Oceania in 
2021 will be held at the St Clement’s (Redemptorist) Retreat Centre at GALONG NSW (near Yass) from 
Monday 23rd August 2021 to Friday 27th August 2021 inclusive.  
 
The Retreat will be led by Father Donal McIlraith (TBC), the Columban Priest responsible for the MMP 
in Oceania. The retreat is open to all Priests, Religious, Lay Associates and friends. The retreat 
commences with lunch at 1 pm on Monday 23rd August 2021 and concludes after lunch on Friday 
27th August 2021. All necessary information will be provided to participants prior to the Retreat; the 
full daily program will be provided to participants on arrival.  
 
A range of room-types are available. Some rooms have single beds; others have twin single beds, or 
double or queen-sized beds. All rooms have desks, and some form of heating. Some rooms access 
shared bathroom facilities, while others have their own ensuites. There are also a small number of 
flats available (flats include double/queen beds, a desk and a sofa for relaxation). Note that flats, 
rooms with twin beds or double/queen beds will normally be allocated to two people choosing to 
share in order to maximise the number of people who can attend. The cost of the retreat (including 
accommodation, linen, and all meals) varies with room-type (see overleaf); rooms with ensuites 
generally cost $100 pp more.  As the number of rooms with ensuites is strictly limited, you are 
encouraged to register for the retreat as soon as you can.  
 
Transport to the Retreat Centre can be undertaken either: 
- by CAR (1.5 hr from Canberra; 2.5 hr from Albury, Orange or Griffith; 3.5 hr from Sydney; 6 hr from 
Melbourne); or 
- by TRAIN (the nearest railway station is Harden, 23 km from the Retreat Centre – train travelers will 
be met at the station); or  
- by BUS (the MMP will arrange a coach from Sydney if sufficient people are interested).  
 
Inquiries can be made by email (info@mmp-oceania.net) or post (PO 636 Castle Hill NSW 1765). 
Registration must be made on the form overleaf or be downloaded from our website. Completed 
registration forms can be scanned & emailed (info@mmp-oceania.net) OR posted (PO Box 636 Castle 
Hill NSW 1765). 
A $250 per person deposit is payable at the time of registration, and can be paid either: 
(i) by bank transfer to our St George Bank account (Account name: MMP; BSB: 112879; A/C: 

041489990). If paying by bank transfer, please identify yourself in the reference section of the 
bank transfer notice, OR forward a copy of the bank transfer receipt to info@mmp-oceania.net, 
so we know who has paid; OR 

(ii) by cheque made payable to the MMP & posted to PO Box 636 Castle Hill NSW 1765; 
Note that anyone cancelling their registration after 1 August 2021 may lose 50% of their deposit, and 
anyone cancelling after 15th August 2021 may lose 100% of their deposit. 

 
REGISTRATION FORM FOR MMP RETREAT (23-27 August 2021 inclusive) 

 
Surname: ……….……………………    First Name:   ………………….    Male / Female (please circle) 
 
Address:  …………………………………………………………………………………………….………………..… 
 
Telephone (mobile preferred):   ……………….……...  Email: …………………………………….…….. 
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Room type* Bathroom type  Cost  Available Room choice  
Single Shared $600 pp 33  
Twin singles (2 people) Shared $550 pp 6  
Double or Queen (2 people) Shared $550 pp 7  
Twin singles (2 people) Ensuite $650 pp 12  
Double/Queen (2 people) Ensuite $650 pp 7  
Flat (double+sofa) (2 people) Ensuite $700 pp 4  

 
If all rooms with ensuites are not booked by 1 August, then a few such rooms may be made 
available for one person (additional $100 pp), with priority given to those with the greatest 
need. Would you like to be on a waiting list for such a room? …. YES/NO (please circle) 
 
If you have chosen a ‘twin singles’ room, whom do you want to share with? .…….…………... 
 
Want to stay Sunday BEFORE Retreat (for extra cost)? ………….  If so, arriving when? ……… 
Want to stay Friday AFTER Retreat (for extra cost)?………….…..   If so, arriving when? ……… 
 
Transport  - how do you intend to travel - by CAR / by TRAIN / by BUS (please circle)? 
 
Would you like us to reserve a place for you on a dedicated MMP BUS departing from 
Strathfield Railway Station (return cost $85 pp)? ……  YES / NO (please circle) 
 
Do you have any special dietary requirements? ……………….…………………………………………… 
 
Do you have any mobility issues (e.g. problems with stairs)?  ……………………………...……….. 
 
Emergency contact (Name): ..………………….………….…………..………   (Phone): …………...……… 
 
PAYMENT of Deposit ($250 pp) by:  Cheque / cash / bank transfer (please circle)   
 
                             Amount paid          …………………………......    
   
_____________________________________END______________________________ 
 
Office use: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
 

You may copy this form & invite Priests & friends 
 


